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CAN A DYING TREE SAVE A CITY?
The Hollow Tree by Mark Mordue, ARCCO Media

The origins for the ‘Rethinking the Urban Forest’ sprung from the story of one dying Sydney blue gum tree 
– and how fighting to preserve this tree has helped provide a habitat and home for birdlife, lizards, insects 
and microbats, many of whom are under increasing duress and threat as the city grows ever bigger and 
denser. It’s a situation not so different from a more human story as people try to hold on to, or find a home 
of any kind for themselves in Sydney. Nature’s problems and ours are not so far apart.

Addison Road Community Centre Organisation is the force behind the Rethinking the Urban Forest 
conference. On its grounds, right by the main carpark, stands the old Sydney blue gum that inspired them. 
Rather than cut it down, Addi Road worked with an arborist and Inner West Council to lop off any branches 
that might drop, or cause the dying tree itself to become dangerous and topple over.

Hollows were then cut into the tree, along with those that had naturally formed (this can take more than a 
100 years), creating a much-needed home for birdlife and myriad other creatures. The tree is now a 
showpiece for visiting school children interested in studying habitats that allow living things to survive the 
city.

It was this experience with old Sydney blue gum and its newly created hollows that awakened an even 
greater awareness of the role of tree management in the local area. Addison Road Community Centre 
Organisation has almost 170 trees on its grounds, making tree maintenance a major activity for the Centre 
along with its evolving social justice, arts and broader environmental activities.

Addi Road’s experience with its trees, and the Sydney blue gum especially, raised fresh questions about 
what is called ‘the urban forest’, which does everything from support bird life to absorb pollution and keep 
us cool in summer, enhancing our health and happiness along the way. The more built up our urban 
environment becomes, the more critical it is we increase the numbers of trees and green spaces around us. 
We are part a natural community we don’t always see or fully understand, and how we treat it affects us in 
return. Effectively, this is what the conference is all about.

Rethinking the Urban Forest is being described as a “cross-disciplinary” and acclaimed as “innovative” and 
“visionary”. It has over 30 presenters and nearly 220 participants, gathering together arborists, politicians, 
architects, ecologists, lawyers, urban planners and decision makers for the first time ever in Australia. Ideas 
and models for action stemming from its panels  and presentations could affect urban planning locally and 
nationally for a long time to come.

As part of the event, Addison Road Community Centre Organisation published a children’s book called ‘The 
Hollow Tree’. It tells the story of our Sydney blue gum – and features drawings done over the last year by 
school children who observed the birds, lizards, insects and microbats who made it a home. The Rethinking 
the Urban Forest conference hosted the book launch for The Hollow Tree on Friday May 24th at 11am at 
Addison Road Community Centre

For more information visit www.addiroad.org.au.

A collective thank you to the presenters, the organising committee, participants, sponsors, moderators and 
the staff and volunteers of the Addison Road Community Centre Organisation.  A grass roots organisation 
such as ours, relies on the support and cooperation of our whole community. Each and everyone of you 
made the Conference compelling, as the following pages attest. 

ARCCO’s environmental and social justice programs have naturally informed the Rethinking the Urban 
Forest conference. Our article, 'Can a Dying Tree Save a City’, chronicles our Conference’s evolution. 

We remain committed to innovative, creative and collaborative ways of moving forward.

Rosanna Barbero 
CEO ARCCO
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THEY TAKE 100'S OF YEARS TO 
DEVELOP

SOLUTION: HABITAT TREES
(REMOVING HAZARD & RETAINING THE STAG)

NEW DISCIPLINE TO VALUE TREES AS AN 
ECOSYSTEM SERVICE
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Addison Road Community Centre 
Organisation published a book 
called ‘The Hollow Tree’. 
Telling the story of our 

Sydney blue gum + features 
drawings by school children 

who observed the birds, 
lizards, insects and 
microbats who made 

it a home.
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IT HAS TO BE 
LIKE FOR LIKE
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Environmental 
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Design, Institute for 
Culture and Society 
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Sydney University

Chief Executive 
Officer, Living Future 
Institute Australia
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202020 Vision
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Preservation Society

NSW Greens MP
Addison Road Community 
Centre Organisation, 
Public Schools Festival, 
Hollow Tree book 
contributer + IW school 
student

Team Leader - 
Urban Forest and 
Ecology, City of 
Melbourne

Public Artist, Designer 
and Director, 
Vertebrae

CEO & Founder, 
Living Legacy Forest

Academic

Urban Forest 
Manager, City of 
Sydney Council

Environmental 
Scientist; Associate 
Professor in 
International 
Planning at RMIT 
University

Head Teacher, 
Arboriculture, Ryde 
TAFE; Acting 
Commissioner, Land 
and Environment 
Court

Founding Member and 
Chairperson, Saving 
Sydney's Trees Inc.

Urban Forest 
Manager Inner West 
Council

Distinguished 
Professor; Head of 
Department of 
Biological Sciences, 
Macquarie University

Head of Department 
of Environmental 
Sciences; Executive 
Member, Centre for 
Smart Green Cities, 
Macquarie University

Associate Dean 
(Education), Sydney 
School of 
Architecture, Design 
and Planning, 
University of Sydney

CEO, Western 
Sydney Regional 
Organisation of 
Councils (WSROC)

Environmental 
Lawyer; Outreach 
Director, NSW 
Environmental 
Defender’s Office

Project Leader, Clean 
Air and Urban 
Landscapes (CAUL) 
Hub

Consulting Arborist; 
Tree Management 
Officer, City of 
Sydney
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www.addiroad.org.au

Thank you to our major 
sponsor Andreasens Green 

Illustrations and designs by Jeyda Bicer - www.jeydab.com
© Addison Road Community Centre Organisation 2019
Except as permitted by the copyright law applicable to you, you may not reproduce any of the content of this 
report without the permission of the copyright owner and without acknowledging its source.

Conference Planning Group:
Tom Axford, Consultant Arborist ArborSafe
Rosanna Barbero, CEO ARCCO
Jean Brennan, Urban Ecology Manager Inner West Council
Gwilym Griffiths, Urban Forest Manager Inner West Council
Bruce Knobloch, Manifesto Media
Michael Sullings, Tree Management Officer City of Sydney Council
Colleen Sutherland, Conference Manager ARCCO


